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Answers to multiple-choice questions

Question Answer Question Angwer

1 D 26 D
2 C 27 D
3 C 28 C
4 C 29 A
5 D 30 A
6 B 31 D
7 B 32 B
8 C 33 A
9 A 34 B
10 C 35 A
il A 36 B
12 A 37 C
13 B 38 D
14 A 39 A
15 D 40 A
16 B 41 C
17 A 42 D
18 b 43 B
19 D 44 A
20 B 45 C
21 A 46 C
22 - C 47 D
23 C 48 C
24 C 49 A
25 b
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VCE Psychology
Written examination — November

Examination specifications

Overall conditions
The end of ysar examination will be sat at 2 ime and date to be set annually by the Victorfan Curriculurn and
Assessment Authority.

‘:._oaw. will be 135 minutes reading time and I hour 30 minutes writing time. VCAA examination rules will apply.
Details of these rules are published anmally in the VCE and FCAL Adminisirative Handbook,

The examination will be marked by a panel appointed by the VCAA.
The examination will comtribute 33 per cent to the Study Score.

Content ?

All oﬁa.oﬁnw of Unit 4 will be assessad in the examination, All key knowledge, including research methodologies
and ethical principles, and key skills are examinable. Bach examination will assess a representative sample of
the key knowledge, including research methodologies and ethical principles, which underpins the outcomes
of each unit,

The research methodologies and ethical wmnoﬁwom examinable in Unit 4 include the research methodologies
and ethieal principles in Unit 3.

d._m.n assessment of the key skills which underpin all units of the VCE Psychology Study Design 2011-2014 will
be integrated within questions assessing the key knowledge.

The weightings of questions in the examination will reflect the weighilngs in the outcomes in the study
design. .

Area of Study 1 Learning will be worth approximately 50% of the available marks.
Area of Study 2 Mental Health will also be worth approximately 50% of the available marks.

Format o

Exch examination will be presented in a question and answar boolk and will consist of three sections.

Section A will consist of 45 multiple-choice questions worth 1 rhiark each. A separate auswer sheet is provided
for students to mark their answers in pencil.

mmﬁmoa B will consist of a set of short answer questions. Students will be required to provide answers to Section8
Eﬁﬁ: the spaces allocated in the examination paper, The number of lines provided after each question, together
2.3.&5 number of marks allocated, will indicate the approximate length of the response. However, if students
require more space they may continue their answers in the space provided at the end of the bock. Section B
will be worth 30-35 marks,

mmnmma C will consist of one extended answer question. This question may require students to comment on
mxwa_..hﬂmam._ design, or write up the results of a case study/experiment, or to write'an extended response to a
question or case study or experiment, This question will be worth 10-15 marks.

Questions in the examination will not be organised according to areas of study.

In Sections A, B and C, questions may be asked which cover individual areas of study and/or which cover mors
than ons area of study, as well as key skills and research methodologies and ethical principles.

Approved materials and equipment .
Students are permitted to bring into the examination room: pens, pencils, highlighters, erasers, rulets,

Students are NOT permitted to bring info the examination room: blank sheets of paper and/or whiteout liquid/tape.
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Criteria

The extended answer question in Section C will be marked according to the following oriteria.
In response to the specific question requirements, students will demonstrate an sbility to

1. identify and describe the key terms/theories/issues

2. explain the relevant terms/theories/issues and make connections between psychological concepts/thearies
and data and research

3. use appropriate examples/evidence/data to support the response
4, interpret and analyse the issues/data/information
5. evaluate issues/data/information and draw appropriate conclusions.

Advice

Inthe ¥CE Psychology Study Design 2011--2014, research methodologies and ethical principles are integrated
theoughont 2ll areas of study in Unit 4. Consequently, questions on research methodologies and ethical principles
may be asked as part of questions covering one or both areas of study and will be integrated throughcut the
examination paper for Unit 4. These questions may be based on one or more case studies and/or research
scenarios. Multipie-choice, short answer questions and the extended answer question may be asked in relation
1o research methodologies and ethical principles, Stadents will be required to use the knowledge and skills
gained throughout Unit 4 when answering questions about psychological investigations and associated research
methodologies and ethical principles. :
The dot point in Ohteome 2 of Unit 4: The applicarion of a biopsychosoctal framework to understanding one
mental disorder and its management (major depression, gambling or schizephrenia) will be assessed in Section
B only. There may be a choice of questions based on ezch of the three disorders or thers may be a question which
can be answered with reference to the mental disotder studied by the student. Both altemnatives are provided as
examples in the sample material, Students should answer the question(s) related to the disorder they have studied in
Unit 4,
The extended answer question (Sectior C) may reguire students to comment on experimental design, or to
write up the results of 2 case study/experiment, or to write an extended answer in response 10 a question/case
study/experiment.
It may require students to respond to 2 question about content from either or both of the areas of study for the
unit being examined. The extended answer question may draw on students’ knowledge of research and research,
skills. The question may ask students to draw on examples from their study of psyehelogy and from experiments
. and case studies they have studied, The question may relate to case studies and/or research and/or experiments.
When case studies/research experiments are used, they may be either familiar or unfamiliar to the students.
Where unfamiliar material is used, students will be expected to apply key knowliedge and skills and research
methodologies and ethical principles to answer the question.
Student responses to Section C may include any one, or a combination of: diagrams, charts, tables, bullet points,
paragraphs or other eppropriate communication formiats. Although acceptable, a formal essay is not expected.
Inthe sample material, there are two possible questions in Section C - one which requires students to comment
on and write up & case study/experiment, and one which requires students to write an extended answer to a
question, In the examination thers will be one question only.
The examinable key skills are listed on page 13 of the Study Design, whilst examinable research methodologies
and ethical principles are listed specifically on pages 22-23, and on page 28 of the Stmdy Design.
1n the examinaticn, students will be expected to have an understanding of tests of statistical significance. They
will be expected to understand the significance of p-values aud mean, median and mode and to draw conclusions
and male generalised findings when these statistics are given. Students will not be expected to calculate these
specific statistical measures in the exarnination.

The following sampls examination questions provide an indication of the types of questions which teachers and
students can expect on the VCE Psychology examination. They-do not constitute a full examination paper.

There is an emphasis on new content in the sample questions.
Answers to multiple-choice questions are provided on page 34.
Answers to other questions are not provided.
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